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Children who are residents of the school district community will attend the school district 
without paying tuition.  Students whose residency in the district ceases during a school year 
may continue attending school for the remainder of the school year without payment of 
tuition. 
 
The residence of a student means the place, abode, or dwelling of the student.  Generally, 
the legal dwelling of minors is the same as their parents. However, a student may establish 
a dwelling with someone other than the parents and attend public school in the school 
district without paying tuition if the primary purpose for residing in the school district is not 
for the purpose of obtaining a free public education. 
 
Any student who is a ward of the state or court, or who is residing in a residential setting in 
the district for reasons other than to receive an education shall be provided educational 
services in accordance with state statute 79-215 including such reimbursement to the 
district as may be due under the statute. 
 
Children of military families may enroll preliminarily in the district if a parent presents 
evidence of military orders that the military family will be stationed in this state during the 
current or following school year. A student of a military family shall be admitted to the 
school district without charge upon arrival in Nebraska.  When any person is on active duty 
as a member of the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Air Force in the State of 
Nebraska and is residing on federally owned property, any child of school age of that 
active duty member who also resides on that property shall be considered a resident of 
the school district where that property is located in accordance with the statutes. This also 
applies to children of parents employed by the federal government and residing with their 
parents on the property of national parks or national monuments within this state. 
 
Each case involving the determination of residence of a student will be decided upon its 
individual merits by the superintendent.  Payment of tuition will not be required in cases 
where the resident student would otherwise be denied free common school privileges.  
The burden of proof to supply the necessary documents to demonstrate legal residence 
shall rest with the person claiming legal residence in the district. The superintendent shall 
determine the specific documents required for collecting enrollment, admission, and 
related information needed for any student to attend and they may be provided through 
electronic means or other means specified by the Nebraska Department of Education. 
 
Full Time Enrollment 
 
Students must be enrolled in O’Neill Public Schools on a full-time basis.  Full-time basis is 
defined as attending classes for the full instructional day within the public school system. 
 
Exceptions are permitted only for:  

1. Enrolled students attending another state accredited institution such as a 
vocational-technical school or a college or university for school credit;  
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2. Enrolled students taking the limited number of credits needed to graduate in the 
school year;  

3. Enrolled students in need of modified school attendance as an accommodation 
for a disability or similar unique circumstance;   

4. Enrolled students receiving special education services where the student’s IEP 
requires a modified schedule, or non-enrolled  students receiving special 
education services or other legally mandated services required to be provided to 
eligible resident children under state and federal laws and regulations;  

5. Students from other school districts participating in programs offered by the District 
pursuant to an inter-local agreement or other arrangement approved by the 
School Board; and  

6. Non-public school students in accordance with the policies and procedures set 
forth in this policy.   

 
Legal Reference:   Neb. Statute 79-215 
Cross Reference:   101 District Organization and Basic Commitments 
    503  Student Attendance 
    801 Transportation 
 
 
 


